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Our Community Shop
Rackenford Community Shop, run entirely by volunteers, has been 
operating for 13 years. 

One of the Shop’s biggest challenges was responding to the COVID-19 
pandemic. With little warning of a lockdown, the shop faced the same 
question as many essential food shops - how to operate safely? Almost 
overnight new ways of working were developed. Everyone pulled together 
with existing and new volunteers, often working in family units, helping 
to keep the shop open, pack and deliver food boxes, collect and deliver 
medicines.  A big thank you to all concerned. Through this community 
eff ort, the Shop was able to help keep 
everyone safe and healthy.

We also all learned it is possible to 
live enjoyably and healthily entirely on 
produce from Rackenford Community 
Shop - fresh fruit and vegetables, fresh 
local meat, groceries and household 
goods plus the odd treat – wine, 
sweets and olives were best sellers 
along with kitchen towel and loo rolls! 

So what next? 
The Shop makes a small profi t which 
is normally ploughed back into the 
local community e.g. School Bus, 
fi reworks display. There is now a need 
to invest in the shop, to ensure it is 
safe and pleasant to work and shop 
in. Pay by card has been introduced, 
volunteers are now looking at new 
ways of working and with received 
government funding, hopefully an 
upgrade to building/layout to improve 
everyone’s shopping experience.

Research across UK found that community shops, owned and 
controlled by local residents, are resilient businesses off ering many 
benefi ts including connecting people, stimulating community cohesion 
and contributing to the local economy, especially when supporting local 
producers. 

So, shopping locally is good - an opportunity to see friends or neighbours, 
keep up with local news and get the things you need. Much nicer to spend 
time with friends, family or in the garden than driving to Tiverton.

The shop belongs to the community so must try to meet everyone’s 
need. If you can think of improvements, new services, or things we should 
stock, let us know or drop a note into the Shop.

64%  
56%  
19% 

host Post Offi  ces 
have cafes 
share premises with 
other community 
buildings such as the 
pub or Village Hall

How do we compare?
On average, community 
shops in UK have 153 
members, 7 directors, 30 
volunteers and 3.3 staff .  
Rackenford Shop has 66 life 
members (more subscribed 
at the time of formation, some 
of whom have since died), 
7 Directors, 8 Committee 
members and 40 volunteers, 
half of which work behind the 
till. No paid staff .

Welcome to our new Rackenford Newsletter - updates from our Shop, Church, School, Nursery 
and Pub, plus sharing news and stories from people living in and near our vibrant village.

Message from Little Angels

I just wanted to say how deeply 
touched I am by the support 
we have received from families 
throughout lockdown and on-
wards. Life at Little Angels 
has had to adapt to make the 
changes to keep everybody as 
safe as possible. My staff  have 
had many challenges, the biggest 
one is the ethos that we hold so 
dearly: teamwork, collaboration, 
and unity for all our families and 
children. And being divided into 
bubbles and not able to hug all 
our children is certainly part of 
that biggest challenge yet! 

The families have been so 
supportive in understanding the 
new ways in which we work. I will 
forever be grateful to the heartfelt 
messages of support I have 
received. 

I am a very lucky lady to have 
such an amazing supportive 
husband and children, live in a 
beautiful village with some people 
who have truly touched my heart, 
as well as be surrounded by a team 
that strongly believe in children’s 
voices and a drive to inspire each 
child.   What wonderful role models 
for the next generation of children 
that bless Little Angels door. 

Be kind, listen and be there for 
each other, big hugs to all. 

Nicola Welsh
Little Angels Manager

- 1 -



I was born a mile outside 
the village at Malson Farm 
during World War II. My 
mother, brother and I lived in part of  
Higher Queen Dart Farmhouse until 
my father returned from the  war in 
1946. We moved to Meadow View, 
Rackenford a few years later, where I 
was happy apart from four miserable 
years at school.  Back then it was just 
the main room for 7-11 year olds and 
a little side room off  it for the infants 
- about 20-30 children in all - with 
one teacher in each room. At that 
time schooling didn’t start until fi ve 
years as most mothers didn’t go out 
to work.  Desks were arranged in two 
lines, organised by age. The toilets 
were outside of course, and lunch 
was brought in by van from Tiverton, 
to be served up by the teacher and 
dinner lady.

For our leisure hours we spent 
a lot of our time playing on the 
common or walking or cycling 
around the lanes - sometimes to the 
woods at Rackenford Manor where, 
as long as we kept out of mischief, 
Lord Eldon never minded us coming 

onto his land. 
My friends and 
I would just 
announce to our 
mothers that we 
were going out, 
until the church 
clock - or our 
internal clock - 
told us it was time 
for lunch or tea. 
There was a lot of 

freedom then, quite idyllic really.
We couldn’t resist the temptation 

to misbehave sometimes though, 
like the times we waited for the 
vicar to leave for the church service 
so we could go scrumping apples 
at the Rectory (we never called it 
stealing of course). Lovely apples 
in that orchard. Percy Stone’s place 
was another favourite, but the fun 
was spoiled when he told us: “if you 
boys want those apples come and 
help yourself” – a wise move.

There was very little traffi  c on the 
roads, so another fun activity was 
rolling big lorry tyres down the hill on 
the back road by the sewage plant 
and see how far they would go, or 
boarding up the ducts that went 
underneath the river until the water 
pooled enough for us to splash 
around in! My future wife, Hilda, used 
to play with my sister there too.

We made our own fun, it was 
never boring.  I had friends and 
cousins to play with at nearby farms 

and throughout my childhood I used 
to go up to my grandfather’s at Leat 
Farm, two miles out of Rackenford 
on the Witheridge road.  I helped 
out with the harvest in summer and 
rounded up rabbits, both because 
they were a menace and they were 
tasty to eat - especially the rabbits 
that fed on the corn - because it 
was a good source of protein in the 
ration years after the war.  There 
was a dealer who lived at Jubilee 
Cottage in the village who used to 
collect rabbits to send to London 
markets.

There was no electricity in the 
village, so no distractions such as 
TV and people had no gadgets or 
expectations of things like that. I 
used to read newspapers a lot and 
we played cards, board games 
and a lot of table tennis in winter.  
Winters were long and cold, the 
houses were draughty and ice 
gathered on the inside of the metal 
windows overnight. Lino fl oors were 
cold underfoot. When we got a fi tted 
carpet for the fi rst time it was a real 
event!  But we’d gather round our 
stove and wood fi res and listen to 
Jimmy Shand 78s on the old wind-
up gramophone.

Looking back, we learned a 
hell of a lot that served us later in 
life (including my fi rst job at the 
builders yard at South View). It was 
a good childhood – and I wouldn’t 
change a thing. 

Rackenford School’s recovery from lockdown
It’s been lovely to hear children’s 
voices around the village since the 
School re-opened after a whole  lost 
term. These are louder than we were 
used to, with a record 19 little ones 
in the reception class.  Staff  are busy 
adjusting to the safety measures, 
keeping the ‘bubbles’ apart  and  re-
covering relationships while needing  
to  distance from children (and each
other). Concentration is on a re-
covery curriculum, taking account 
of the impact of the lockdown on 
children and how much they may 
have been aff ected by the loss of 

routine and structure, friendships, 
opportunity and freedom.  All this will 
take time , but although many hours 
have been lost,  there are also gains 
– quite a lot of advances in reading 
are being noted, and the pleasure 
taken in coming back to school is 
another plus. The out of doors is 
as ever one of Rackenford’s great 
advantages, and the children will be 
seen on the common as much as 
possible while the weather permits. 
Helping in the Shop will have to wait 
for a few months yet.

Sarah Child, School Governor
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during World War II. My 
mother, brother and I lived in part of  

clock - or our 
internal clock - 
told us it was time 
for lunch or tea. 
There was a lot of 

freedom then, quite idyllic really.

Roy Nott who lives with wife Hilda at Meadow View, 
remembers his childhood days in Rackenford
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In Memoriam
We are sorry to hear of the passing 

of Brian Peace on 13th October. 
He died very peacefully at home, 

surrounded by his family.  
We shall miss him. 

He was a major contributor to parish 
life throughout his long career as 
a dairy farmer, a founder of Mole 

Valley Farmers, parish council 
chairman, investor and volunteer in 
the Shop, supporter of the Church, 

the School and much else. 

� e family hope to arrange a 
memorial service in due course.



The refurbishment of the right hand 
side of the building is progressing 
well but slowly: as we found on our 
fi rst round of works, years of neglect 
has meant that we needed to do more 
than originally thought.  Damp rising 
up the walls of the entrance tunnel 
for hundreds of years had turned 
the lower part of the wall to dust and 
woodworm and death watch beetle 
had damaged the oak and elm in 
various parts of the building.  Apart 
from these remedial works, the toilet 
walls and ceiling have been insulated, 
relined and re-wired and we are much 
relieved (excuse the pun!) that our new 
sanitaryware has fi nally arrived!  We’d 

We had a great ten mile Sponsored Walk last Sunday 
along the north coast of Devon, organised once again 
by Liz Paxton. We started along the dizzying path 
towards Baggy Point, which I already knew but I was 
very pleased to revisit at this diff erent time of year. 
It was fabulous. Then we carried on along the coast 
towards Woolacombe, a really pretty area with lovely 
paths through fi elds and along the beautiful beach. 
There were fewer walkers this year due to Covid-19 but 
it was good to catch up with others from the village, and 
be outside with this fresh air from the sea. Many thanks 
to Liz for organising the event.

Madick Thieull

Sponsored Walk 2020

Covid-19 has so far prevented  fi ve 
Rackenford events this year – the 
Garden Club Spring Show in the 
Church, the Easter Egg hunt, School 
Sports Day and the PTFA’s usual 
fund raiser, all on the common, and 
the Garden Club’s Autumn Show 
at West Backstone. Greatly missed 
will be the October Harvest Supper, 
a Rackenford treat for at least 150 
years; there is a Gazette reference 
to “a tea for 200, provided by the 
farmers” after the harvest service 
of 6 October 1874. That was 
probably held in the then newly 
built school. It later moved to The 
Stag.  In recent years it has been 
held at Lower Tidderson in Jacques 
and Mary Cann’s very large barn, 

where numbers reached over 90. 
Now a major source of funding for 
church repairs, profi ts normally 
roll in from the lavish provision of 
cold meat and salads and highly 
calorifi c puddings, and then the 
auction of produce donated to 
the Church. The auctioneer has 
long been Staff ord Sampson from 

Stags, unfl aggingly disposing of 
up to 27 vegetable marrows at 
incredible prices. A local tradition 
has developed in competitive 
bidding for Jenny Sleep’s bean 
chutney – one jar  reached an 
amazing £75 in 2019. 

There will be no harvest 
service either, though  services 
are now happening  with booked 
places only for a very distanced 
congregation; see the article on 
Church Services on page 4.

And no bonfi re or fi reworks 
on the common for November 
5, as the Parish Council sees no 
way we can distance people in 
the dark.

All is safely gathered in, but no Harvest Supper this year

Sarah Child
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Update from Steve and Oliver at The Stag Inn 
If you’ve walked around the village recently you can’t fail to have noticed all the work going on at The Stag.  Here, 
Steve and Oliver bring you up to speed on developments in this next stage of realising their vision for the Inn

been getting worried that even the 
delayed opening date of Sunday 25 
October might be jeopardised if that 
didn’t turn up.  Supplies of building 
materials are still being aff ected by 
shortages caused by the lockdown.  
The toilets are being plastered as 
we speak and then we’ll hang the 
new oak doors.  

From Monday, we are under-
taking a deep clean of the entire 
public areas as there is a thick layer 
of dust over everything; it will take 
several days.  

We have ordered beer ready for 
the re-opening: Prescott Hill Climb, 
brewed by Hanlons at Crediton.  

We are nearly fully booked for the 
fi rst Sunday, so please email us 
soon if you would like to book.  

We so look forward to being 
able to off er food and drink to 
you all again and we will get 
back to our usual hours of Friday 
Takeaway, Saturday dinner and
Sunday lunch as soon as Steve 
ceases being labourer to our 
builder, not a normal chef’s 
occupation!

Thank you for your patience 
whilst we are doing these works.  
Stay safe and well and we look 
forward to seeing you in The Stag 
as soon as possible.



For three separate years, an Auction 
of Promises has proved to be hugely 
successful in raising funds for the 
village, thanks to Helen Hyland who 
took on the organisation of all three 
events held in 2008, 2015 and 2017.

The fi rst was in aid of a children’s 
play area, the Trinity Well project and 
the Shop. Eighty people packed 
The Stag Hall on a wintry November 
evening and 150 items or pledges 
were auctioned covering a wide 
range of goods and services.  Bidders 
managed to raise over £4,200. 

In April 2015 the recipient was 
the local community:  £3,922 was 
raised for a defi brillator. This time
the event was held at the Racken-
ford Club, with transport arranged for 
those that needed it, to be as inclusive 
as possible.  The box containing the 
defi brillator was erected outside the 
shop near the post box, and since 
then, three First Aid training sessions 
have been held at the School, 
training participants on performing 
CPR (heart resuscitation)  and using 

a defi brillator.
The last Auction of Promises 

event, held in May 2017, was also at 
Rackenford Club.  The focus on that 
occasion was funds for Rackenford 
School’s new classroom, and a 
staggering £6,240 was raised. 

Helen’s considerable eff ort and 
time spent in contacting people and 
co-ordinating the event proved very 
rewarding: Promises of all kinds 
came fl ooding in. Pledges were 
very imaginative and wide-ranging.  
Some of the more unusual ideas 
included a Will drawn up at Hole & 
Pugsley, free entry to shows at the 
Eden Project and to Paignton Zoo, 

160 azaleas from Rackenford Manor 
gardens, a half day of portrait/
pet photography, glamping in a 
log cabin and a Bentley car ride to 
a cream tea for two!  Collectively 
across the three events, the list 
seemed inexaustible, from the sale 
of interesting household items to 
people simply giving their time to 
teach, bake, babysit or do some 
DIY, it seems almost everyone in the 
village had something to off er.

With the current state of aff airs re 
COVID, it’s impossible to plan a date 
for next year for another Auction 
of Promises, but watch this space 
for 2022, and start thinking of how 
you might be able to contribute to 
whatever worthwhile cause is chosen 
– or indeed, your ideas for the latter!

 
 

Rackenford 

Autumn Trail 

Rackenford PTFA 
Charity number 

1072336 

Follow the beautiful nature trail to find 8 hidden pumpkins! 

 

 

 

Please check the opening hours of 
Rackenford Village shop to plan 
your visit and please respect the 

latest Covid-19 Guidances. 

Sunday 18th - Saturday 31st October 
2020 

On the common of Rackenford 

Pick-up your map, pen and prize at our Village shop! 

 

 

 

£2/map 

 

Dress-up 
to do it! 

 

Visit our Facebook page @ptfarackenford for more information 

 

 

 

Rackenford champions and benefi ciaries: 
how the Auction of Promises have helped our village

As you probably know, regular services at All Saints in 
Rackenford have been suspended due to COVID-19, 
but there is a chance for you to take part in an on-
line service via Zoom every Sunday at 10am.  Just 
follow the links given on the Church website (below), 
or, if you don’t have a computer/internet, you can 
telephone 0330 336 0036 then enter the PIN 586191.  
Everyone is welcome.

An ‘actual’ service of Holy Communion is held 
at 11.15am in a diff erent church each Sunday but 
due to social distancing measures you’d need to 
book your place: Tel 01884 250417 or 
email offi  ce@exevalleymissioncommunity.org

Details can be found in the Church magazine and 
on www.exevalleychurches.org - please read the 
information about what to expect before you come.

Church Services

Can you share your stories or news of events?  What would you like to read about? 
We’d love to hear from you.  Please contact viv@rackenfordshop.co.uk


